The Book of Isaiah
Lesson 6 Isaiah 36-39
The Prayer of Hezekiah
In 701 B.C. a very large Assyrian army swept into Judea and captured every city except Lachish and Jerusalem.  Assyria laid siege to Lachish and tried to persuade Jerusalem to surrender.  The field commander of the Assyrian army stood in the same spot where Isaiah stood thirty-five years earlier when he confronted King Ahaz.  Isaiah warned Ahaz of the folly of trusting Assyria instead of God (Isa 7).  Now the warnings are all coming true, the Assyrians were flooding into the land right up to its neck (Isa 8:7-8).  Will Hezekiah trust God in even riskier circumstances than those where his father Ahaz did not?
1. Where exactly did Rabshakeh stand to speak against Jerusalem (Isa 36:2)?  Who had stood there thirty-five years earlier and warned against trusting Assyria (7:3)?
2.
The field commander engaged in psychological warfare.  What was his argument (Isa 36:4-20)?  Was there a difference between all the various gods and religions “of the nations” they conquered and the God of Israel (Isa 37:16, 36)?   
3.
What action did Hezekiah take (Isa 37:14-15)?  Did he approach God based on the righteousness of Judah, or the attributes of God (37:16)?  What is the difference in the relationship that Hezekiah has with God versus Sennacherib’s relationship to God (37:17)?
4.
In Isaiah 7-12 the previous king of Judah, Ahaz, trusted Assyria instead of God.  In Isaiah 13-35 all the nations are under the judgment of God so it would be fooled to trust in them instead of God.  Now in Isaiah 36-39, can God be trusted (Isa 37:6, 36)?
5.
How does the psalmist express the importance of trusting God in the midst of difficult circumstances (Ps 46:1, 10)?  Is it all about me, or is it all about God?
6.
Analyze Hezekiah’s prayer in Isaiah 37:15-20.  Who exactly did he address (37:16)?  How did he differentiate between “the” God and all the supposed gods?    
7.
What are the desperate circumstances as he sees them (Isa 37:17-19)?  Why should Jerusalem’s fate be any different (Isa 37:26-29, 33-35)?
8.
For what greater purpose will Jerusalem be delivered (Isa 37:20; 25:9)?  Why did God deliver Israel from Egypt over 700 years earlier (Exodus 7:5; 9:29; 10:2)?
9.
Compare Hezekiah’s prayer to some of the other great prayers in the Bible like Jehoshophat 

(2 Chron 20:5-17), Jeremiah (Jer 32:17-24), Daniel 9:4-19, and Peter (Acts 4:24-30).  Did any of these men pray about their own merit (Dan 9:18)?  Did they all believe in the sovereignty of the one true God?  Did they all approach God in total humility?  Did they portray God as the creator of all things who alone has the right to receive worship from His creation?  Why should God respond (Daniel 9:19, Isaiah 37:20, Acts 4:28)?  What is God’s responsive attitude to our prayers (2 Chronicles 7:12-14)?    
10.
Consider the prayer of Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane (Luke 22:42).  Whose will did he seek?  What if God’s will is painful for a little while (Romans 8:18)?  Who suffered the greatest injustice, humiliation, and pain, all for the greater plan and glory of God (Acts 2:22-23)?  
