The Book of Isaiah
Lesson 5 – Isaiah 13-23
Who Do You Trust?
In Chapters 1-12, Isaiah’s condemnation is aimed at his own countrymen in Judah.  Nevertheless, they can look forward in hope to the future coming of Immanuel, the Messiah who will bring restoration and salvation.  Now in chapters 13-23, the prophet proclaims a series of judgments on all the surrounding nations.  God knows the future of all the nations, they are accountable to Him.
1. Who did King Ahaz of Judah put his trust in when he was in trouble (2 Kings 16:7)?  Later, who did King Hezekiah “trust” in (Isa 30:1-3, 2 Kings 20:12-13)?  How did those “trusts” work out (2 Chron 28:20-21, 2 Kings 20:17-18)?
2.
During the history of Israel and Judah, God warned them not to rely on or make defense treaties with pagan nations, but Israel was always tempted to trust in nations like Egypt, Assyria, Syria, Babylon, etc.  Who is sovereign over these nations and holds them accountable (Isa 13:19; 19:1; 21:9)?  Therefore, why would you trust in the nations instead of God?   
3.
What had God already determined He was going to do to Babylon (Isa 13:11, 17-22)?  What about Assyria (Isa 14:24-25)?  Would God spare the Egyptians (Isa 19:1-4)?
4.
Isaiah 22 is about the siege and capture of Jerusalem by Babylon that Isaiah foresees.  What kind of a day will it be for Jerusalem (22:3-5)?  What did Isaiah predict to King Hezekiah in Isaiah 39:6-7?
5.
What kind of nations would God use to judge disobedient Israel and Judah (Isa 14:4-11, Habakkuk 1:6-11)?  Does this seem fair that God would use evil pagan nations to discipline His people (Hab 1:13-17)?  Nevertheless, would God judge those nations even more severely (Isa 10:12; 13:19-20)?  
6.
The principle that Isaiah is laying out is that God will use evil pagan nations to judge disobedient Israel, but those nations will also be judged severely.  What was the point of the symbolic action God commanded Isaiah to take in Isa 20:2-4?  Would they be ashamed that they put their hope and trust in Egypt and Cush (Isa 20:5-6)?   
7.
What was the taunt of the messenger from Assyria in 2 Kings 18:28-35?  Who did good King Hezekiah finally put his trust in when Assyria laid siege to Jerusalem about 700 B.C. (2 Kings 19:15-20)?  What was the result (2 Kings 19:35-37)?
8.
How does God view the pride and arrogance of world leaders and powerful nations (Isa 13:11)?  What is God’s response to pride and arrogance (James 4:6)?  What is God’s response to humility and submission (James 4:6-10; 1 Peter 5:6)?
9.
Isaiah 14 is about the fall of Babylon and its great king, but how does Isaiah take us further in 14:12-15 to see the king as the embodiment of the fall of Satan himself?  What does the New Testament say about the fall of Satan (Luke 10:18, Rev 12:8-10, 1 Tim 3:6-7)?  What did the prophet Ezekiel say (Ezek 28:11-17)?     
10.
What are the four boasts that the devil made in Isa 14:13-14?  What is the final humiliation for this arrogance whether it be fallen angels or men (Isa 14:5, 11, 15; Rev 20:10)?  In comparison, what kind of attitude and lifestyle did Jesus teach that would result in reward and exaltation from God (Matt 5:3-16; 16:24-26; 20:26-28)?  What did Paul teach about “self surrender” (Colossians 3:3-5, Gal 2:20)?  
