The Book of Isaiah
Lesson 3
The Sign of Immanuel – God is with Us
In 730 B.C. the nation of Assyria was the most powerful nation in the Near East.  Operating from their capital of Nineveh in Mesopotamia they spread their domination in all directions.  One of their ambitions was Egypt, but between them and Egypt lay smaller nations like Syria, Israel, and Judah.  The kings of these nations spent much of their time and wealth dealing with the Assyrian threat.  By 730 much of the northern land of Israel had been taken.  Israel and Syria joined in a coalition to oppose Assyria.  Ahaz, the king of Judah, weighed his options of joining the coalition or being attacked by Israel and Syria.  Ahaz foolishly chose to ask Assyria for help.  This was like three mice having a fight and one of them asks the cat for help.  One important choice never occurred to Ahaz, to trust and obey the Lord God.  Therefore, God sent His representative, Isaiah, to warn him and prophesy the future plan of God.
1.
Who succeeded Jotham as king of Judah about 731 B.C. (2 Kings 16:1)?  What kind of a guy was he, and what was his relationship with the Lord (2 Kings 16:2-3)?
2.
What major problem did Ahaz encounter (2 Kings 16:5)?  Did Ahaz humble himself and turn to God for help as the prophets encouraged him to do (Isa 7:1-12)?  Who did Ahaz entrust the fate of Judah to (2 Kings 16:7)?  How did that work out (2 Chronicles 28:20-21)?  
3.
Who seemed to be winning the war between Judah vs. Syria and Israel (2 Chron 28:6-8)?  What message did Isaiah bring to Ahaz the king of Judah (Isa 7:3-7)?  What sign would God give Judah that the house of David would never perish (Isa 7:14)?
4.
Who fulfilled the prophecy of Isa 7:14 according to Matt 1:22-25?  Before a young boy matured what would happen to the two kings who were against Judah (Isa 7:16)?
5.
The sign of Immanuel was a unique prophecy in that it let Judah know in the 8the century B.C. that no matter how bad things seemed God was still going to fulfill the promises He made to Abraham and David.  What were those original promises (Genesis 12:1-3; 22:18, 2 Samuel 7:16-17)?  
6.
What does Immanuel mean (Matt 1:23)?  What is the significance of the child being born of a virgin (Matt 1:18, 23-25)?  What did the apostle John write about this child (John 1:14,18)?  How about Paul (Philippians 2:5-9)?   
7.
What are the ramifications of “God with us” entering the world (John 1:18, 29; 3:16-18; 6:40; 8:24; 9:39-41; 14:6-11, Matt 10:34-39; Romans 5:12-19; 2 Cor 2:14-16)?
8.
The idea of “God with us” is a glorious blessing, but what happens if arrogant rebellious people reject  Him (John 8:24)?  What happens when even believers disobey (Hebrews 12:6-11)?
9.
What are the four titles of the child in Isaiah 9:6?     
10.
Isaiah predicted terrible judgment upon Israel and Judah but from the remains (the stump), God would still raise up a righteous “shoot” from the descendant of Jesse (David’s father).  The image in Isaiah 11 is the tree of David cut down, but a shoot would grow out of it, beginning anew.  What kind of spirit would he have (Isa 11:2)?  What kind of judge will he be (Isa 11:4-5)?  What kind of kingdom will He have (Isa 11:6-9)?  
