The Book of Isaiah
Lesson 1
The Charge of God against Judah
The prophet Isaiah is sent by God to Jerusalem to proclaim a two-fold message of judgment and hope.  The leaders of Judah and the nation as a whole had sinned against God.  Isaiah’s message was that God must bring judgment and its consequences upon the nation.  Nevertheless, God promised restoration and hope for His chosen people.  Sadly for them the promises of God would only be realized through fire.  These introductory chapters 1-5 present the reader with a dilemma.  How can the proud, rebellious, and depraved Israel described in Isaiah 1-5 ever become the pure submissive people of God described in Isaiah 2:1-5 as bringing peace to the world?
1.
What is this book a record of (Isa 1:1-2)?  Who is called to witness Judah’s rebellion against God?  What is the charge of God against Judah (Isa 1:1-6)?  What had Moses predicted about 700 years earlier (Deut 4:25-27)?
2.
What are the two graphic figures Isaiah uses to depict the nation’s spiritual condition in 1:5-8?  Even with so obvious a message from the prophets and evidence of judgment all around them, would they repent?  
3.
The people were corrupt, depraved, and idolatrous, but they were very religious (Isa 1:10-15, 29:13).  How did the people pretend to approach God (1:10-15)?  What was his advice and warning (1:16-20)?
4.
How does Isaiah describe their unfaithfulness to God (1:21-23)?  Without repentance, what will be the consequences (1:25-31)?
5.
In Chapter 2:1-5, and also in Isa 4:2-6, Isaiah saw the second part of his message of hope.  What did it look like?  Is this similar to what the other prophets foresaw “in the last days” (Micah 4:1-3)?
6.
Whatever hope the prophets saw in the future, their present was very dark.  How had the people been corrupted (Isa 2:6-8, 3:8-9)?  What would be the consequences (Isa 2:10-21, 3:18-26)?
7.
Like all men they were subject to pride and arrogance.  What did Isaiah predict would happen concerning their self exaltation (Isa 2:12, 17; 3:18-26)?  What was his humbling advice about their pride (Isa 2:22)?
8.
When man refuses to submit to the one true God, what does man do according to the apostle Paul (Romans 1:21-32)?  What is Peter’s advice (1 Peter 5:6)?  
9.
What graphic illustration did Isaiah use concerning Judah’s unfaithful, unfruitful relationship to God in Isa 5:1-6?  What was his explanation of the illustration in 5:7-24?  What did God have the right to expect and what did He actually receive (5:4, 7)?  
10.
In Luke 20:9-19, Jesus taught a parable about a vineyard similar to Isaiah 5.  Who owns the vineyard?  Who has the right to its produce?  Who do you think “the son” in the parable represented (Luke 20:13)?  If God sent His Son to us, what should be our response?  If we respond properly to Christ, God’s provision for our sin, what will God do (John 1:12)?  
