The Wildest and Craziest Stories in the Bible

Lesson 6
Samson – “It’s All About Me”

Moses had brought the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt and to the promised land of Canaan.  Joshua led Israel to conquer the land through trust in the power of God.  The book of Judges is a stark contrast to Joshua because succeeding generations were disobedient and idolatrous therefore they were frequently defeated because of their rebellion against God.  Judges lists seven cycles of sin where “everyone did what was right in his own eyes” (21:25).  God mercifully raised up military heroes to deliver Israel from oppression whenever Israel was repentant.  Samson was one of these reluctant “judges” that God raised up.

Read Judges 13-16
1.
Compare what the first generation in Israel said in Joshua 24:15-18 with succeeding generations in Judges 2:10-11; 17:6; 21:25.  What had Moses warned them before they ever came into the land (Deut 8:10-20)?  What does this tell you about human nature?

2.
Before Samson was born, what was the situation in Israel (Judges 13:1)?  What was God’s plan to mercifully help a reluctant Israel (Judges 13:2-5)?  The prevailing mood was co-existence and compromise, but how would God use Samson (13:5b)?

 3.
Just before Samson began his “ministry” against the Philistines, Israel was severely defeated near Aphek (1 Samuel 4).  What terrible mistake did they make (1 Sam 4:3-4)?  What was the outcome 

(1 Sam 4:10-11)?  Therefore, what was the mood of Israel during the life of Samson (1 Sam 4:22, Judges 15:11)? 

4.
In Judges 13:5, the angel of the Lord told Samson’s parents he must take a Nazirite vow for life to be set apart to God.  What was a Nazirite vow (Numbers 6:1-8)?  The most important part of the vow was to be “holy to the Lord”, but he also vowed to abstain from alcohol, not go near a dead body, and never to cut his hair.  Did Samson break any parts of his vow (Deut 7:3; Judges 14:3; 14:10 “feast” literally means drinking contest; 14:8-9; 16:19)?

5. The key verses in understanding Samson’s role as a deliverer of Israel and a tool of God are Judges 13:5; 14:4; 16:24.  Did Samson fully deliver Israel from the rule of the Philistines (15:11)?  Did God use even Samson’s lustful eyes to carry out His purpose (14:4)?  Did God restrain and put fear into the Philistines through Samson’s exploits (16:24)?  Samson “began” (13:5) to deliver Israel, but when were they fully delivered from the Philistines (2 Samuel 8:1)?

6.
Even the best of us tend to be selfish from time to time, but clearly when things are going very well and people are successful they tend to be “full of themselves.”  Track the events in Samson’s life that reveal his motto – “It’s all about me” (Judges 14:2-3; 15:7-8; 16:1, 4-20).  How do we know that God used Samson for God’s purposes (Judges 14:4,6; 15:14-18; 15:20; 16:27-31)? 

7.
If you were given such strength as Samson, what would you do with it?  What lessons would you need to learn?  Could you deny yourself all the pleasures that Samson gave in to?  What does            1 Corinthians 10:11-12 say?

8.
Read Judges 15:7-20.  Notice Samson is alone fighting the Philistines.  What was the attitude of the people of Judah (15:11)?  How hard would it be to kill 1000 strong men with a bone (15:15)?  If you killed one every 20 seconds, that’s 3 per minute and 180 per hour.  At this rate, how long would it take to kill 1000?  How tired and thirsty was he (15:18)?  What did Samson normally do for those 20 years (15:20)?

9.
What happened when Samson broke his vow to God and presumed upon God’s strength (16:20)?  Once he was humbled and beaten, how did he regain his strength (16:28)?  
Multiple choice – On what basis could Samson have dared to ask for God’s help?  
A. Samson’s faithfulness   
B. Samson’s righteousness    
C. God’s mercy and unconditional love

10.
What was Samson’s greatest victory (Judges 16:21-30)?  Why would God choose such a wild character and work in this strange way (Deut 29:29)?  What strange and unlikely plan did God carry out to redeem the human race (1 Cor 1:22-31)?


