The Wildest and Craziest Stories in the Bible
Lesson 3 – Genesis 28-30
The Children of Jacob
In Genesis 27 we read that Jacob deceived Isaac to steal the blessing traditionally given to the older son Esau to become the head of the family.  In Genesis 28-29 we see the sequel.  Esau vowed to kill Jacob so he must leave the family, presumably to find a wife in Paddan-aram – but we know it is to escape Esau’s wrath.  His mother hoped it would be a short absence, but he would spend 20 years up in Mesopotamia working for the tyrant, Uncle Laban.
Read Genesis 28-29
1.
Jacob was no doubt scared to death, alone, not knowing where he was going, or whether Esau would come after him.  How did God comfort and reassure him in Genesis 28:10-17?  What was the promise God gave Jacob in v13-15?
2.
Who did Jacob meet at the well in Gen 29:9-12?  Who did Jacob stay with for a month in v13-14?
3.
When Jacob went to work for Laban, what was the bargain (29:15-20)?  Compare the two daughters of Laban.  Which did Jacob love?
4.
Jacob had deceived his father and brother, but now who deceived him in Gen 29:21-30?  What was the new bargain?
5.
Based on the creation account in Genesis 2:24, and Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 19:4-5 (also see    1 Timothy 3:2), do you think God created one wife for one husband (and not 4 wives)?  Therefore, how do you think Jacob with four wives is going to turn out? 
6. In Genesis 29:31-30:2, each woman has something the other wants – Leah has sons, but Rachel has love.  What was Rachel’s strategy to be happy (Gen 30:3-8)?  How did Leah reciprocate in  v9-13?
7.
What was Rachel’s silly bargain with Leah regarding the supposed aphrodisiac (v14-21)?  How did the deal backfire on Rachel?
8.
Did poor Rachel ever have children of her own (Gen 30:22)?  What was her son’s name, and what position in the family would he have (Genesis 37:3)?
9.
While Leah and Rachel were having a birth war, who was actually determining the children born to Jacob that would become the 12 tribes of Israel (Gen 29:31; 30:2, 22)?
10.
Make a chart listing Jacob’s wives and their respective children.
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