The Wildest and Craziest Stories of the Bible
Lesson 1 – Genesis 4
Cain and Abel 
In Genesis 3, the original human race committed the original sin of disobedience to God, which caused enormous consequences for the human race.  In Genesis 3:15, God predicted a coming conflict between the followers of the serpent (the adversary of God) and the godly descendants of the woman.  Adam and Eve were soon to experience the reality of this conflict through the events of their two sons.  Cain and Abel were the first of the age-old conflict of the two “seeds” of Genesis 3:15.  In the rest of the Bible it is made clear that sinful humans must approach God with a blood sacrifice (see Hebrews 9:22, Lev 17:11).  In the story of Cain and Abel we see that one brother approaches God with a blood sacrifice, but the other brother proudly approaches God with an offering of his own choosing.
1.
We are fortunate to have four New Testament passages, which help us understand the Cain and Abel story.  What does Hebrews 11:4 say about the sacrifices offered by Cain and Abel?  What does 1 John 3:12 say about the “works” of each brother?  (Matt 23:35, Jude 11)   
2. Who was born to Adam and Eve and what was their vocations in Genesis 4:1-2?
3.
In order to approach God in righteousness, what does God require according to Hebrews 9:22 and Lev 17:11?  How did Cain and Abel approach God in Genesis 4:3-4?    
4.
What was God’s response to each offering (Gen 4:4-5)? 
5.
In Genesis 4:5, Cain was outraged that his offering was unacceptable.  What was God’s patient loving response to Cain’s anger in verse 6-7?  Do you think Cain was seeking to please himself or was he seeking God’s will?    
 

6.
God encouraged Cain “to do well”, meaning to do the right thing.  Therefore, God loved Cain and gave him every opportunity to obey.  What was God’s kind warning in Genesis 4:7?  Did Cain allow sinful desire to dominate him or did he do the right thing (v8)?  Like the human race that came after him, instead of repenting he went deeper into sin.
7.
Based on the context of the offerings presented to God in Genesis 4:3-4, what was the “right thing” done by Abel and the wrong thing done by Cain (Hebrews 11:4)?   
8.
According to 1 John 3:12, why did Cain murder Abel?  Did God take the initiative to seek out the sinner, and give him an opportunity to confess (Gen 4:9-10)?  Did Cain confess, or did he cover up? 
9.
Without confession and repentance, God can only speak in judgment.  What was God’s judgment against Cain in Genesis 4:11-12?  Proud of his own vocation of farming his own land, Cain lost what he held most dear, and now Cain was symbolically “driven out from the presence of the Lord” (v 16).      
10.
Genesis 4:10 says “The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to Me from the ground”, meaning Cain’s sin rightly called for justice.  Does Hebrews 12:24 say that God cannot overlook sin, but Jesus’ shed blood shouts forgiveness to all who believe?
