The Acts of the Apostles
Lesson 2
The Birth of the Church
Acts chapter 2 marks the great transition in the history of God’s initiating the redemption of His people.  Jesus had promised the Holy Spirit, but in chapter 2 He comes.  Before, the disciples were taught, but in chapter 2 they were empowered.  In Acts 1 they were told to stay put, but in chapter 2 they were sent out.  In Acts 1, the Christ ascended, but in chapter 2 the Spirit descended.  The Old Testament believers did not foresee the church age that would occur between the first and second comings of Christ, but now in Acts 2 this new entity is realized.  The church was born on the day of Pentecost with the dramatic revealing of God’s Spirit indwelling them who believed.   
Read Acts 2
1.
What was the “day of Pentecost” (Exodus 23:16, Leviticus 23:15-16)?  What happened to the followers of Christ on the day of Pentecost after Jesus had been resurrected in Acts 2:1-4?
2. Did Jesus predict and promise this great event which marked the beginning of the church (John 7:37-39; 14:16-17, 26)?   
3.
What was the manifestation of the Holy Spirit in them, or how was the Holy Spirit revealing the truth through them (Acts 2:4-11)?  Were they speaking known languages that people could understand?  
4.
What was the question that the gathered crowd asked, and what was Peter’s explanation in Acts 2:12, 14-16?  
5.
What did the Apostle Paul say the purpose of the gift of speaking these previously unknown languages was in 1 Corinthians 14:21-22?
6.
Compare Peter in Matthew 26:69-74 to Acts 2:14-24.  Did the resurrection of Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit affect Peter radically?
7.
In Peter’s address to the “men of Israel” in Acts 2:22, had they seen Jesus, and did Jesus do miracles in their midst?  What had Jesus said to them about His works in John 10:37-38? 
8.
If Jesus was the Son of God, why was He a victim, or why did He not use His power to avoid the crucifixion (Acts 2:23)?  Whose plan was it, but who was held responsible for the evil?
9.
Even though “godless men” put Him to death, what did God do (Acts 2:24-25)?  What prophecies of David did Peter quote from to prove that the resurrection and exaltation of Christ were a predetermined plan and will of God (Psalm 16:8-11; 110:1)? 
10.
After Peter’s conclusion in Acts 2:36, what was the crowd’s response in verse 37?  How many were saved that day according to Acts 2:41?  What was the lifestyle of this new group of people the Bible calls the church (Acts 2:42-47)?
