The Letter of Paul to the Romans
Lesson 8
Life in Christ through the Spirit
So far in Romans, Paul has given a systematic presentation of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  In Christ, God has provided the “righteousness of God” that all people need.  The “nations” have suppressed the truth about God and replaced God with vain philosophies and religions of their own choosing.  The result has been pure trouble and misery for the human race.  The morally good and religious people also fail to live up to the standard of God and therefore they also desperately need help from God.  God has provided for the need of all people through His Son who entered the world, lived a sinless life, and died a substitutionary death so that our sins might be forgiven.  God’s reason for saving us was purely His love for us, but His purpose was also that we might live holy lives.  Now in chapter 8, Paul establishes the rule and the way for righteous living through the power of the Holy Spirit.   
1.
What was God’s promise in Jeremiah 31:31-33 and Ezekiel 36:26-27?  Who ushered in the New Covenant (Luke 22:20, 2 Cor 3:6, Heb 7:22; 8:13)?  Who did Jesus promise to send “to give a new heart and put a new spirit within you” (John 14:16-17; 16:7-15, Acts 1:8)?
2.
The beginning of the church was recognized with the coming of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2.  What was the initial impact of the coming of the spirit to indwell believers (Acts 2:2-12; 37-41)?    
3.
What is the promise of Scripture for all who are believers in Jesus Christ as their Savior regarding the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:11, 1 Cor 3:16; 6:19; 12:13, John 7:38-39; 2 Tim 1:14)? 
Read Romans 8:1-13
4.
The Holy Spirit has the key role in mediating to us the blessings of our new life in Christ.  What is our judicial position before God (Rom 8:1)?  What has the Holy Spirit been able to do that the law could not do (Rom 8:2-3)?  
5.
What is the “mind set” of those who are according to the flesh (Rom 8:5)?  What is the mind set of those who are according to the spirit?
6.
What is the conflict within us as we live our everyday lives (Rom 8:6-8, Galations 5:16-17)?  Can we please God if we live “in the flesh” (Rom 8:8)?  
7.
Regarding the Holy Spirit, Paul sees people in only two categories.  In what category are the people who belong to Christ (Romans 8:9-11)?  Do all Christians have the Holy Spirit dwelling in them?  
8.
Since the Holy Spirit is in you, what should the result be (Roman 8:4-11)?  How does Paul 

phrase this idea of being guided and controlled by the Holy Spirit in Galations 5:16 and            

Ephesians 5:15-18?
9.
Based on all that Christ has done for us, what are we obligated to do (Rom 8:12-13)?  With the leading, teaching, and convicting work of the Holy Spirit, is there any excuse for sin?    
10.
Notice all the references to life and death in Romans 8:1-13.  How does verse 10 summarize what Paul means here by life and death?  What is the good news about the surpassing work of the Holy Spirit in verse 11?
