The Letter of Paul to the Romans
Lesson 6
You Gotta Serve Somebody
In Romans 5, Paul gave us a contrast of the acts of two men, Adam and Jesus.  By the disobedience of Adam, sin came into the world and sin resulted in death.  By the obedience of Jesus Christ, the righteousness of God came to all who believe which resulted in eternal life.  Romans 5 ended by saying that God’s grace abounded (surpassed) over man’s sin.  Sin can no longer run our life because God’s grace now is our ruler with the end result of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  We have a new relationship in Christ that is not built on works or keeping the law.  The critic would then say it doesn’t make sense that our works don’t matter.  They would ask the question of Romans 6:1, “are we to continue in sin that grace might increase?”  Romans 6 answers that question and explains the logic of righteous living now based on our new relationship in Christ.  The key words will be “know”, “consider” and “present”. 
Read Romans 6:1-14
1.
In Chapter 5:20 Paul stated that the law actually increased sin, but grace still surpassed it.  What theoretical question did Paul anticipate his critics would ask (Rom 6:1)?  What was Paul’s answer (Rom 6:2)?
2.
How did our relationship with Jesus Christ affect our relationship with sin (Rom 6:2)?    
3.
When a person becomes a Christian, why is it logical to expect that his lifestyle will change        (Rom 6:3-7)? 
4.
Romans 5 established that we have a new position being free from the penalty of sin.  Would you say Romans 6 establishes that we are also free from the power of sin?  
5.
What are we supposed to know in verse 3?  What is our relationship to Christ’s death in           Rom 6:3-5?  What is our relationship to His resurrection (v. 5)?
6.
Know that we are no longer “in Adam” but are now identified in Christ.  Therefore, how should we “walk” (Rom 6:4)?  
7.
What is the benefit of being “crucified with Christ” (Rom 6:6-7)?  
8.
What should we “consider” (v. 11) or reckon to be true?  In Romans 6:6 there is a key difference between what Paul calls “our old self”, and “our body of sin”.  The clue is the tense of the verb used with each.  What do you think is the difference?
9.
What is the practical application to being dead to sin and alive to Christ (Rom 6:12-13)?  What do you present to the Lord as “instruments of righteousness”?  How did Paul phrase this concept in Galations 2:20?    
10.
What analogy does he use to represent our old relationship to sin and our new relationship to righteousness (Rom 6:16-23)?  What benefit was derived from the sinful life before Christ     (Rom 6:21-23)?  What benefit was derived from being “enslaved to God” (v. 22)? 
