The Letter of Paul to the Romans
Lesson 5
An END to the Reign of Death
Romans 5:12-21 is a famous passage for the role it has played in a controversial Christian doctrine called “original sin”.  According to this passage, there were two great acts in history – the act of Adam and the act of Jesus.  The result of Adam’s act is the universality of sin and death in all human beings.  The results of Jesus’ act on the cross are justification and eternal life to all who believe.  The choices then for human beings are two:  Belong to the humanity whose destination is determined by Adam or belong to the humanity whose destination is determined by Christ. 
Read Romans 5:12-21
1.
How did sin enter into the world (Rom 5:12, Genesis 2:17; 3:6-7)?  What was the consequence that God promised for disobedience which “spread to all men” (Rom 5:12;  1 Cor 15:22) ?
2.
Rom 5:13-14 is an explanation of verse 12.  Before Moses gave the Law, “death reigned” because of sin even though the people did not have specific laws to break like Adam did.  This proves that Adam’s sin brought death to all people.  According to Paul, is a person a sinner by committing sins, or does he commit sins because he is by nature a sinner (Ps 51:5; 58:3, Job 15:14-16).  
3.
How does the free gift of Christ differ from the transgression of Adam (Rom 5:15)?  Does the free gift of Christ trump the sin of Adam? 
4.
What did the acts of each man result in (Rom 5:16, 18)?  
5.
Did Adam’s act produce his desired result to know what God knows?  Did Christ’s act on the cross produce his desired result (Rom 5:18)?
6.
What are all the contrasts given in Romans 5:15-19?  
7.
Previously in Rom 3:21-26 we saw that by faith we were made righteous, and again in Rom 5:19 “the many will be made righteous.”  What did Adam’s disobedience make people (Rom 5:19)?  Can you see the corporate solidarity between Adam and the human race?  
8.
In Romans 5:20, the Law increased their knowledge of sin, defined sin, and convicted them of sin; but when all this increased, what “abounded” over it? 
9.
Can you think of any examples where God’s grace increased or conquered the transgression of man (Exodus 32:7-8; 33:19, John 13:38; 21:15; 1 Timothy 1:13-16)?    
10.
Consider the quality of Christ’s great act on the cross.  Notice the repetition of “much more” in comparing Christ to Adam in Rom 5:15-18.  How much more has Christ’s gracious act affected us than Adam’s?  If we are now separated from Adam and united with Christ, what have we left behind, and what do we have to look forward to (Rom 5:21, Jn 1:12)?
