The Letter of Paul to the Romans
Lesson 4
Salvation by Grace through Faith
With two very significant words, “But now”, Paul shifts in direction back to his original theme in Romans 1:16-17, the righteousness of God.  Paul took what seemed to be a detour for over two chapters to establish the great need we all have for God to intervene and send justice and righteousness to us.  Now through faith in Christ, righteousness, justification, redemption, propitiation, and forgiveness can be ours.  
Read Romans 3:21-31
1.
How has the righteousness of God been manifested to us now (Rom 3:21-22)?  Why do all of us need that righteousness (Rom 3:23)?
2.
Have the Old Testament prophets witnessed to the righteousness of God manifested in the Christ (Isaiah 53:10-11)?
3.
Is the atoning work of Jesus available to all people of every race, nation, and status (Rom 3:22; 10:12, Gal 3:28)? 
4.
In addition to righteousness, Jesus has provided many other benefits for us that Paul wrote in Romans 3:21-31.  Define justification, redemption, propitiation, and the forbearance of God.   
5.
Since Christ died for us in the first century A.D., how were the sins of men like Abraham, Jacob, and David forgiven since they lived hundreds of years before Christ (Rom 3:25-26)?
6.
What expression on our part is the channel through which all these gracious things from God like righteousness, redemption, and forgiveness come to us (Rom 3:22, 26, 27, 28, 30)?  
7.
Give a biblical definition of faith (Hebrews 11:1-2, John 20:28-29)?  Has anyone ever gained approval from God without faith (Heb 11:6)?  What kind of perspective does faith give people (Heb 11:13-16, 19, 39-40)?  
8.
How important is the object of your faith (Rom 1:21-23; 10:1-4, 1 Cor 2:5, Gal 1:6-9)?  What part does the word of God play in revealing the object of your faith (1 Peter 1:23)? 
9.
Salvation by the grace of God received by faith is the one doctrine which excludes all boasting.  What does the Bible say about the “Boast-Free Gospel” (Rom 3:27, 1 Cor 1:29, Eph 2:8-9, 

Jeremiah 9:23-24)?  What parable did Jesus teach illustrating this truth (Luke 18:9-14)?     
10.
Who does Paul use as an illustration of justification by faith in Rom 4:1-3?  What was the background of Abraham and his family before God revealed Himself to him (Joshua 24:2)?  Was Abraham saved before or after circumcision (Rom 4:10)?  Was Abraham saved before or after the Law of Moses was given (Galations 3:17)?  Who are the real heirs of Abraham in God’s eyes (Romans 2:28-29; 4:12-13; 9:6-8)?
