The Letter of Paul to the Romans
Lesson 3
What about the good people?
In Romans 2, Paul shifts the discussion to a different type of person.  The hard working morally upright person and certainly the very religious person might read Romans 1:18-32 and say, “Sure, God’s wrath is well deserved  by those bad people, but not me.  I am upright and religious, definitely not like those bad people in Romans 1.”  Paul now will address how God will deal with the supposedly moral and upright as well as the religious who all lead an outwardly virtuous life. 
Read Romans 2:1-16
1.
What is the natural reaction of those who feel good about themselves or especially the legalist who lives according to strict standards (2:1-2)?  Considering both the thoughts and intentions, and the external activities – Do you think anyone’s behavior lives up to their own moral standards?
2.
The best known moral, legalistic people in Paul’s day were the Pharisees.  What did Jesus say about them (Matt 5:20; 23:27-33)?
3.
Being self-satisfied, this type of person underestimates God’s standard of righteousness, and they underestimate the depth of their own sin.  What is God’s standard of righteousness (Lev 11:44-45, 19:1, Matthew 5:48, 1 Peter 1:15-16)?  Therefore will God judge you in comparison to other people; or will God judge you by His perfect holy standard?  
4.
In Matthew 5:21-48, Jesus taught six practical applications contrasting the righteousness of God and the righteousness of man.  What were they, and what is the difference in the two standards?  
5.
Why has God been so patient with all of us (Rom 2:4)?
6.
On judgment day, will Jesus only judge external actions and appearances (Rom 2:16, Heb 4:13)?  Will Jesus show partiality, favoritism, or allow excuses (Rom 2:6-11)?

7.
The next excuse Paul addresses is religion and nationalism.  What were many of the Jews in Paul’s day depending on (Rom 2:17, 28-29; 3:9)?  
8.
What part of the Bible did Paul quote to prove up his point in Rom 3:10-18?  What is Paul’s main point in this section as concluded in Rom 3:19-20 (also Rom 3:9-10)?
9.
We understand what committing specific sins means, but what does he mean when he says we are all “alike and all under sin” (Rom 3:9, Gal 3:22)?  How can we get out from under sin (Gal 3:22)?
10.
Why did God give the law to people who can’t keep it (Rom 3:19-20, Gal 3:23-24)?  If we then 

are convicted of our great weakness and inability, who can we turn to that God has provided to meet our need (Rom 3:21-22; Rom 1:16-17)? 

