The Letter of Paul to the Romans
Lesson 2
What’s Wrong with the World
The righteousness of God provided by the atoning work of Christ and received by us through faith is the theme of Romans (1:16-17).  Paul said in 1:15 that he was eager to preach this gospel, but now suddenly in verse 18 he seems to change subjects to the wrath of God.  Actually, Paul began verse 18 with the connecting word of “because” in order to link his teaching on the wrath of God to the theme he presented in verses 16-17.  It all goes together because we must understand the great need we have for the righteousness of God before we will seek it or appreciate it.  The human race is in a desperate situation as it continues on independently of God.  This is why Paul is so “eager to preach the gospel”. 
Read Romans 1:18-23
1.
What is being revealed from heaven in Rom 1:18?  Why is God angry (Eph 5:5-6, Col 3:5-6)?
2.
Who is the subject of God’s wrath in this section (Acts 14:16, Psalms 2:1)?  Has God given a revelation of Himself sufficient to lead a person to seek Him out (Rom 1:19-20, Psalm 19:1-6)?
3.
Can anyone plead ignorance of the existence of God (Rom 1:20)?  Are any of man’s excuses valid?  What has mankind done with the truth God gave them (Rom 1:18-21)? 
4.
Why do you think “the nations” have suppressed the truth and refused to honor Him as God (Rom 1:21, Psalm 2:1-3, Isaiah 14:13-14)?  What was the result of refusing to honor God (1:21)?  What did Jesus say about this suppression of truth in John 3:19-21?  
5.
When people reject the truth they can then only use their minds to rearrange error.  When people devise vain philosophies and religions what do they profess about themselves (Rom 1:22)?  What do they actually become?
6.
What do these “fools” exchange (Rom 1:23)?  Does this exchange explain pagan religions and idolatry?  
7.
What is the first two commands of the 10 commandments in Exodus 20:3-5?  Does God leave any toleration or laxity for freedom of choice?  
8.
The popular teaching of today is that there is no such thing as the wrath of God.  What does the Bible say (Isaiah 13:9, Nahum 1:2-3, Ephesians 5:6, Hebrews 10:27, Matt 10:28)? 
9.
Trace the progression of ungodliness from suppression of truth (v 18) to not honoring God or giving thanks (v 21) to vain speculations and religions v21-23.  What is God’s reaction to the progression of ungodliness (Rom 1:24)?  What is the consequence of “God gave them over” 

(Rom 1:24-32)?    
10. This passage (v19-20) teaches that all people are aware of God and God has made Himself evident to them.  What has God promised to do if anyone acts upon this (Jeremiah 29:13, Ps 9:10, 1 Chronicles 28:9, 
Matt 7:8, Rom 10:12-13)?  Can you think of any biblical stories in which someone was seeking God, and God revealed Himself to them (Acts 8:26-38)?
