Paul’s Letter to the Romans
Lesson 1
Introduction and Theme – The Righteousness of God
The Apostle Paul wrote his letter to the Roman Christians in 57 A.D. while on his third missionary journey.  He was in Corinth, Greece collecting a donation for the destitute church in Jerusalem.  Paul intended to travel to Rome for the first time after he left Jerusalem.  He wanted to set up a new base of operations there in order to start new missionary journeys to Spain (Romans 15:20-26).  Therefore Paul was writing to introduce his version of the gospel (as opposed to what his critics may have reported), so they would be on the same page when he visited. 
1.
Give a brief biography of Paul and how he became a Christian (Acts 21:39 – 22:21).
2.
Paul had a plan to visit Rome but he never dreamed the true circumstances in which he would end up there.  How did Paul travel to Rome (Acts 21:17, 30; 22:25-29; 25:10-12; 26:32; 27:1)?  What were the benefits of arriving in Rome as a prisoner (Philippians 1:12-14)?  
Read Romans 1:1-17
3.
What titles did Paul use in his greeting to the Romans (Rom 1:1)?  What was he “set apart” to do (1:1), and what audience was he given (Rom 1:5, 14)? 
4.
What had Paul been planning and praying to do (Rom 1:9-15)?  
5.
Why was Paul so “eager to preach the gospel” in Rome (Rom 1:16-17)?
6.
What is revealed in the gospel (Rom 1:17)?  What power does God impart through the gospel (1:16)?  Who is the beneficiary of that power of God for salvation (1:16)?  
7.
What is the content of this gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-5, Gal 1:3-4, 1 Peter 2:24-25)?  
8.
What is the means by which sinners receive the righteousness of God (Rom 1:16-17; 3:21; 4:5)? 
9.
Whose righteousness comes to us through the gospel (1:17; 3:21)?  Compare the righteousness of man to the righteousness of God based on Philippians 3:4-9.    
10.
Paul was “not ashamed of the gospel” in spite of his circumstances.  What reason might he have had to say this (1 Cor 1:18-25; 2 Cor 11:23-26)?  The transforming force at work in the gospel is “the power of God”.  How was it evident that the gospel message was from God when Paul first preached it in Corinth (1 Cor 2:1-5)?
