The Gospel of Luke
Lesson 2
The Presentation of Jesus – Luke 3-4 
In an effort to give a reliable dating of the beginning of Christ’s ministry, Luke gives us the exact date that John the Baptist presented Jesus as the Messiah.  Theologians are split over whether Tiberius became Caesar in 11 A.D. or 14 A.D.  Therefore Jesus’ ministry began either in 26 A.D. or 29 A.D.  The traditional view is that Jesus began His ministry in 26 A.D. and was crucified in 30 A.D.  In John 2:20, we are told that the temple had been under construction for 46 years, and since Herod began about 19-20 B.C. that also put 26 A.D. as the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  Also, since Jesus was born before Herod died about 4-6 B.C., and Luke 3:23 says Jesus was about 30, Jesus would have been 30 in 26 A.D.

Read Luke 3-4
1.
Who was preaching the Word of God in Luke 3:2-3?  What was the essence of his preaching (v3)?  Which prophecy did the author quote that John the Baptist was fulfilling? 
2. Was John’s message one of congratulations toward their religion (Luke 3:7-9)?  What did John say about the value of their heritage (v8)?
3.
Did John assault their greed (Luke 3:10-14)?  Who did the people initially think the Christ was (v15-16), and what did he say in response?    
4.
Who suddenly appeared while John was baptizing people in the Jordan River (Luke 3:21, Matt 3:13-15)? 
5.
What miraculous event occurred while Jesus was being baptized?  Do you think that God was clearly identifying Jesus as the Son of God (Luke 3:32)?  What visual and audible demonstration did God give them in Matt 3:16-17?   

6.
Can you visualize the Trinity based on that scene of God the Son in the river, God the Father speaking from Heaven, and the Holy Spirit visibly descending?
7.
Where did the Holy Spirit lead Jesus in Luke 4:1-13?  How was Jesus tested, and what was proven about His character?   
8.
Analyze the nature of the three temptations in Luke 4:3-13.  Since Jesus was very hungry, came to set up His kingdom, and would be rejected at the temple; was the devil tempting Him as to His most vulnerable issues?
9.
Where did Jesus begin His ministry, and in what local institutions did He teach in (Luke 4:14-15)?  According to the tradition of Rabbis reading from the prophets on the Sabbath in the synagogues, what did Jesus read (Luke 4:17-19)?  What small town did Jesus visit in Luke 4:16?       
10.
Who did Jesus say fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 61 (Luke 4:20-21)?  What was the reaction of the citizens of Nazareth to Jesus’ convicting words in Luke 4:24-30? 
