The Gospel of Luke
Lesson 1
The Birth Narrative of Christ 
Around 60 A.D., Luke, “the beloved physician” of Colossians 4:14, undertook the research and writing of the life of Christ.  Luke was a close disciple of the Apostle Paul who accompanied Paul on his second missionary journey recorded in Acts 16.  Luke was also with Paul when he was arrested and imprisoned at Caesarea and then later in Rome.  While he was in Jerusalem and Caesarea for two years with Paul, Luke “investigated” all the eyewitnesses of Jesus’ life so that he could write out “the exact truth” about the birth and ministry of Christ.  God has blessed us with the Gospel of Luke so that we can have the circumstances of Christ’s birth and the chronological ministry and teachings of our Savior. 
1.
Where did Luke’s information come from (Luke 1:1-4)?  Do you think Luke interviewed all the eyewitnesses?  Is Luke’s account chronological? 
2. Who was the king of Judea when Jesus was born (Luke 1:5)?  Who were the parents of John the Baptist and how did they find out the destiny of their child (Luke 1:5-25)?
3.
Who revealed to Mary that “you have found favor with God”, and what did he say to her in Luke 1:26-37?    
4.
Where did Mary immediately go and what was Elizabeth’s response (Luke 1:39-45)?  What sign was given to Zacharias and what was the miracle at the naming of John the Baptist in Luke 1:18-20 and v. 62-79? 
5.
In Luke 1:46-55, the author recorded what is called the “Magnificat” which is Latin for magnify or exalt.  Who was praising God in the Magnificat?    
 

6.
Who was the Roman emperor at the time of Christ’s birth and what was his decree (Luke 2:1)?  What did the prophet Micah 5:2 predict about the location of the birth of Christ?  Since Joseph and Mary were living in Nazareth, do you think this was the providence of God (Luke 2:3-7)?
7.
Who were the first witnesses to the Christ’s birth sent by the angel of the Lord (2:8-20)?  Did they give testimony to all (v17-20)?   
8.
What were the three ceremonies in the Mosaic Law that Joseph and Mary obeyed in Luke 2:21-24 (Lev 12:3; 12:4-8; Ex 13:2)?
9.
Who was Simeon and what was his life dedicated to looking for (Luke 2:25-28)?  Was he a credible witness (v25)?  His song of praise in v29-32 is called the Nunc Dimittis which is Latin for “Now Lord”.  Why could Simeon now die in peace?  What did Simeon predict in v34-35?      
10.
Who was the next witness at the Temple who recognized the baby Jesus as the Christ in Luke 2:36-38?  Did she continue to speak about Jesus?
