The Parables of Jesus
Lesson 9
The Laborers in the Vineyard (Matt 19:27-30; 20:1-16) 
Context
1.
What encounter in Matthew 19:16-24 caused Jesus to advise a man to give up his worldly possessions?  What was the reaction of the disciples in Matt 19:25, and Jesus’ answer in v:26? 
2. What was Peter’s question involving rewards in Matt 19:27?  What was Jesus’ response?  What proverbial saying brackets the parable of The Laborers in the Vineyard (Matt 19:30, 20:16)?
Problem or Purpose of telling the Parable
3.
How can someone converted as an adult, like Jesus’ disciples, receive the same reward as someone who has served God all their life?  Does God have an additional basis for reward other than services rendered (Eph 2:8-9)?   
Details of the Parable – Read Matthew 20:1-16
4.
Who do you think the landowner represents in Matt 20:1?  Who do the laborers represent?  What does the vineyard represent? 
5.
Did he cut a deal for an agreed upon fee to the laborers (v 2)?  Did he go back later to the marketplace to hire more laborers?  In Matt 20:6-7, at the end of the day, who did he hire?
 

6.
Doesn’t it appear that the landowner feels compassion for these last workers in verse 7?  Since he made no agreement about how much he would pay, doesn’t the landowner have the right to be generous to these poor men who only worked one hour?
7.
At the end of the day, who did he pay first so that the other workers could see his generosity        (v 8-9)?   
8.
What did those who had worked an entire day naturally expect (v 10)?  What did they receive?  What was their reaction?
9.
Our natural response would probably be – They worked 12 times longer and in worse conditions during the heat of the day, so naturally they deserve more.  What was the landowners response in  v 13-15?  Notice he said “I wish to give” – did the last laborers get what they deserved or did they get a gracious gift from a generous landowner?      
10.
How do you relate the story of the thief on the cross in Luke 23:39-43 to this parable in Matthew 20?
