Exodus
Lesson 9
Breaking the Covenant
Some of the prevalent objections to God are: if God is there, why doesn’t He act fairly, speak audibly, and appear visibly?  If God would just show Himself, intervene against injustice, and let us know what He expects of us, then I would believe in Him.  The book of Exodus answers the question, “What would happen under ideal conditions whereby God would reveal Himself, intervene for His people, and let them know exactly what He expects of them?
1.
Had God been gracious, loving and completely faithful to His people (Ex 12:23, 36; 14:13, 30; 15:1-2; 16:4; 17:6)?  Had the people been faithful to God (15:24; 16:2-3, 28; 17:2-3, 7)?  What commitment did the people make when they entered into this covenant with God (Ex 19:8, 24:3)?  Could they have been somewhat overconfident?  Do you think this is common to man?
2.
How long was Moses away from the people while he received additional instruction from God (Ex 24:18)?  What was the last thing God gave Moses before he came back down (Ex 31:18)?  What did this instrument say about worshiping other gods?  Who did Moses leave in charge (Ex 32:1, 25)?  What was the demand the people made of him (32:1)?  What accommodation did Aaron make to the people (32:2-6)?  Do you think Aaron tried to retain control over his power, authority, and possessions; or do you buy his excuses in Ex 32:22-24?  Which did Moses believe (32:25)?  What does Deut 9:20 tell you? 
3.
What did God tell Moses on the mountain about the people (Ex 32:6-8)?  Who did God hold responsible, or who “corrupted” them?  What proposal did God make Moses in 32:10?  “Let me alone” presupposes that God had made provision for Moses to intercede on their behalf.  Unless Moses would intercede, God would righteously destroy the people of Israel.  When Moses did intercede in Ex 32:11-13, did he appeal to God based on the worthiness of the people or based on the attributes and promises of God? 
4.
Try to envision the scene in Ex 32:19-20.  What was Moses’ temperament?  What did he do with the tablets?  What did he do with the calf?  What do you think each symbolized?
5.
What happened to the unrepentant men that day (32:26-28)?  Who did Moses return to next (v. 30)?  What did Moses say (v. 31-32)?  Did he offer any excuses?  What innocent man did Moses offer as a sacrifice for the people?  As an intercessor and a sacrifice, who did Moses prefigure?  
6.
Before Israel broke the covenant, God had led them and in a sense been “in their midst.”  What was one of the consequences of their sin in Ex 33:3?  What was the reaction of the people (33:4)?  Why couldn’t they be in the presence of God (33:5)?  This is the beginning of God distancing Himself from the people, and a tension would now exist in a guilty people wondering what would now happen.
7.
Moses also wondered whether God would forgive them and lead them to the promised land (Ex 33:12).  What answer did God give about who was forgiven and would receive God’s grace (Ex 33:19)?  All of the people sinned greatly and none deserved God’s grace, nevertheless who would receive grace?
8.
What request did Moses make in Ex 33:18?  What was God’s reply in Ex 33:20-23?  Compare Ex 33:11 to 33:20.  Don’t you think 33:11 is a figure of speech and 33:20 is literal?  In the “theophany” of Ex 34:6-7, is the emphasis on what God looked like or is it on the attributes of God?  What are those attributes?  How do you put together God’s love with the statement “He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished (34:7)?  According to Romans 3:23-25, how is it possible for God to be gracious and forgiving, but fully punish the guilty? 
9.
Exodus 34 marks the renewal of the covenant with a demand for obedience and loyalty.  What was the sign from God that Moses had spoken with God and had met God’s approval (Ex 34:29-30)?  Did this give him credibility (v. 30)? 
10.
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy record Israel in the wilderness for the next 40 years.  In spite of Israel’s promise to be obedient and faithful, what did the people repeatedly do (Numbers 11:1; 14:2-4, 11; 16:1-3; 21:4; 25:1-3)?  In 1 Cor 10:12, Paul says this history is written for us as an example and for instruction.  After reading this lesson how would you answer this question: “What would happen under ideal conditions whereby God would reveal himself, intervene for His people and give clear instruction?”  What is the missing ingredient, or what was the real problem for Israel (Rom 1:21-23)? 
