Exodus
Lesson 7
The Second Greatest Event in History
In Ex 3 God first spoke to Moses out of the “burning bush”.  God commissioned Moses to represent Him to the people of Israel and to the Pharaoh of Egypt.  God told Moses to go to Pharaoh and tell him to let Israel go.  In Ex 3:12 God said “when you have brought the people out of Egypt you shall worship me at this mountain”.  Now in Exodus 19 Moses had come full circle and God’s promise is fulfilled.  Moses first met God at this place (Sinai) and he had returned to God with the redeemed Israelites.  They will remain there for about a year.
Read Exodus 19

1.
Where did they camp in the third month after leaving Egypt (19:1-2)?  When “Moses went up to God” (19:3), what was the first message he was to deliver to Israel (19:4)?  What had Israel just experienced in the last 90 days?  Ex 11:1-2; 14:29-31; 16:12-15; 17:8-13
2.
What deal did God offer to the sons of Israel (Ex 19:5-6)?  Webster’s defines covenant as “a formal and binding agreement between two or more parties for the performance of some action”.  What promises did God make and what conditions did Israel have to live up to? 
3.
In Ex 19:5-6, God offers three very favorable consequences for Israel’s obedience.  What are they and how are they interrelated?  How does this “special status” relate to God’s promises to their forefather Abraham (Genesis 12:2-3)? 
4.
Because of disobedience Israel never fully embraced their role as a “kingdom of priests”.  In the New Testament, Christ is the fulfillment of God’s intention for Israel since through Christ the universal call to the nations was finally put out (Luke 2:32, Acts 13:47).  How does Peter’s teaching to the church in 1 Peter 2:9-10 relate to Ex 19:5-6?
5.
When Moses offered the leaders of Israel this covenant with God, what was their response (Ex 19:8)?  Did they think it over, contemplate the conditions, and methodically analyze their ability to keep such a covenant?  Based on their previous response to hardships and temptations (Ex 15:24; 16:2-3, 20, 28; 17:2-3, 7), would you say they were naïve about their moral/ethical ability?  When things go well, men tend to have a false confidence about their morality.  What typically happens when “the chips are down,” when strong temptation comes to visit, or when fear sets in (Ex 32:1-4, Rom 7:18)?  
6.
In the past, God had spoken to Moses and Moses conveyed God’s word to the people, but now on making this covenant, who would hear from God directly for the first and only time (Ex 19:9, 11, 17)?  What were the people to do to prepare for the Lord (19:10)?  Why do you think the people were given repetitious phrases such as “consecrate yourselves, wash yourselves, and be ready” (v 10-15)?  After this experience at Sinai, meeting and hearing from God directly, what did the people say to Moses about future revelation (Ex 20:18-19)? 
7.
Consecration (Ex 19:10) involved getting prepared to meet God by the people cleaning themselves physically and more importantly inwardly.  It is an act of devotion, worship, and dedication to God.  Based on their attitude and conduct in Ex 16-18, why do you think God required this to prepare them for His visit (Ex 16:2-3, 8; 17:2-7)?
8.
There is a lot of instruction about the people approaching God.  What were the boundaries (Ex 19:12, 21-24)?  This set-up was very much like the future approaches to God in the Tabernacle.  Where could only the high-priest go (Hebrews 9:1-7)?  Where could only the priests go?  Why do all believers in Jesus Christ now have confidence to enter the most holy place (Hebrews 10:19-22; 12:18-24)?
9.
A theophany is a visual and audible manifestation of God in order to give special revelation.  Describe the theophany that preceded God giving the Ten Commandments (Ex 19:16-19).  Notice the rising intensity of the thunder and lightning, the smoke and fire, and climaxing in the “mountain quaking violently.”  Do you think God got their attention (v 16)?  How important was this as a historical moment?  
10.
Considering the necessity of consecration, the theophany of Ex 19:16-19, and the awesome trembling fear it installed in the people (Ex 20:18-20); does this negate the “world’s” view of God?  Is God your buddy, your good old grandpa, or like Santa Claus?  Is God impersonal, not interested, or not involved?  What does the Bible say about the nature of God (Romans 11:33-36, Psalm 139:1-16, Exodus 33:20, 34:5-8, Acts 17:24-28, Isa 55:8-9, 1 Tim 6:15-16, Rev 4:8-9, Ex 24:17, Deut 10:12-18, Ps 19:1)? 
