Exodus
Lesson 5
Egypt in the Rear View Mirror
After a long protracted struggle between God and Pharaoh, Egypt insisted that the people of Israel leave immediately.    Egypt was laid waste, and faced total destruction if the plagues continued, so they relented and let their vast labor supply go.  Egypt was so humbled by the plagues that they gave much silver and gold to the sons of Israel as they left.
1.
If there were four women and children for every adult male, how many Hebrews left Egypt that day (Ex 12:37)?  Who else went with them (Ex 12:38)?  Do you think this second group could eventually cause problems (Numbers 11:4)?  How did the people of Israel determine where to go (Ex 13:17-18, 21)?  Did they travel down the highway, through fertile areas where there were cities?
2.
God led them purposefully into the wilderness into a sort of cul-de-sac with the Red Sea in front and rough terrain on both sides (Ex 14:2).  Who would notice that they appeared be to trapped (14:3)?  Why did Pharaoh have a change of heart (14:4-5)?  When the people of Israel saw the Egyptian army coming, what was their reaction (14:10-12)?  What was Moses’ response (14:13-14)? 
3.
Exodus 14:13-14 has been called by theologians a “war oracle”.  Who will “fight” for His people (v 14)?  What did the people call Him afterward (Ex 15:3)? 
4.
What way of escape did God provide for Israel that day (14:21-22)?  What delayed the Egyptian army (14:19-20, 24-25)?  How were they wiped out (14:26-28)?  Remember that God purposefully led them to this place and hardened Pharaoh’s heart to come out after them.  What was the real purpose and meaning to this miracle (14:17, 31)?
5.
Just how big a miracle do you think this was?  Consider that if 3 million people walked in pairs they would form a line about 800 miles long.  To cross in one day they would need to cross 5000 abreast.  How wide would the dry land need to be?
6.
How long did it take for the people to become unhappy (15:24, 16:1-2)?  What did they wish for (16:3)?  Do you think they exaggerated their condition in Egypt?  Compare their statement in Ex 16:3 to their prayers in Ex 2:23 and 3:7.  Compare their song of praise to God in Ex 15 to their attitude toward God in Ex 16:3, 8 and 17:2-4. 
7.
What was God’s plan to provide food and water for approximately three million people in the desert (16:4, 13-15)?  Just how big a miracle was this?  Consider three million people in the desert.  How much food and water would they need every day?  Even if there were supplies available, how would you deliver and distribute it?  Concerning the bread God provided:  Did they plant the grain?  Did they cultivate the wheat?  Did they harvest the crop?  What did they name this “heavenly bread” (16:31)?  What did this name mean (16:15)?  After God had so richly blessed them with food, did they trust Him to supply water (17:2-7)?  What incredible, incomprehensible question did they ask in Ex 17:7?
8.
After God was so faithful in supplying their needs for food and water, what was the next peril they faced (Ex 17:8; Deut 25:17)?  Did Israel win the battle because they were so tough and well equipped (17:11)?
9.
Why would God purposefully lead Israel into so much suffering and trouble (Ex 15:25, 16:4;  Deut 8:2-3)?  Since God is omniscient and knows what sin is in our hearts, who is it that really needed to know what was in their hearts?  Based on their response in Ex 19:8, 24:3, would you say they were naïve or had a false confidence about their moral ability?  What can you learn from their failures?  How long did it take for them to fail in a big way (Ex 24:18, 32:8)?  
Read Hebrews 3
10.
The Egyptian Exodus was a type or paradigm of our salvation.  Both required divine activity.  God intervened to bring His chosen people out of a foreign, hostile place to the promised land.  What two people are compared in Hebrews 3:1-6?  What danger is warned against in Heb 3:12, using Israel in the wilderness as an example?  What was Israel’s greatest mistake in the wilderness (Heb 3:19)?  What offer, what message is God now calling us to believe (Heb 9:14-28)? 
