Exodus – A Story of Deliverance and Redemption
Lesson 4
The Proof of Presence – The Mighty Acts of God 
In Exodus 5:1, Moses confidently went to Pharaoh and quoted God’s word to “let my people go.”  Since God was on their side, Moses, Aaron, and all the people of Israel expected Pharaoh to comply.  Pharaoh asked the profound question that all men must ask, “Who is the Lord that I should obey Him?”  Pharaoh’s arrogance provoked the Lord to answer with the proof of His presence through ten great plagues upon Egypt.  The plagues were the means God used to effect Israel’s release. 
1. When Pharaoh doubled the workload of the Hebrews, did they remember God’s promises, or were they disappointed and angry (Ex 5:19-23)?  Moses, being such a great man, was not disappointed, we he?  What had they all forgotten (Ex 3:19-20)?
2.
God does His best work when the situation appears impossible from a human point of view.  Time after time, He brings His people to their absolute end of self sufficiency, and then proves Himself faithful.  What did the Lord say to Moses in Ex 6:1?  Notice the repetition of “I am,” and “I will” in Ex 6.  Who will be the hero of this story, Moses or God?  Do you think the denial and punishment of  Ex 5 forced Moses to refocus on God, to be more dependent on God? 
3.
List the 10 plagues God brought upon Egypt:

Ex 7:20-21


Ex 8:30



Ex 8:17

Ex 8:24



Ex 9:3



Ex 9:10



Ex 9:18



Ex 10:14


Ex 10:21


Ex 11:5




Every part of nature and area of life in Egypt had a god.  Why didn’t the various Egyptian gods protect Egypt?

4.
What is the repeated phrase that is given as an explanation of Pharaoh’s refusal (7:13, 22, 8:19, 32)?  After the first five plagues, it appears Pharaoh is responsible for his own stubbornness.  What significant change do you see after the sixth plague (9:12)?  Do you believe that God is patient and gives men every chance to believe and obey (Rom 10:13), but at a point in time after their clear rejection of Him, God may choose for His own purposes to prevent someone like Pharaoh from obeying (Jn 12:39-40; Math 13:10-11)?  
5.
After the second plague, what pattern did Pharaoh settle into to get relief (8:8, 15, 8:28, 32)?  Was Pharaoh a man of his word?  What distinction was made beginning with the fourth plague (8:22-23, 9:4, 7)?  At what point did Pharaoh’s magicians and advisors have a change of heart (8:19)?  What was their conclusion in Ex 10:7?

6.
The ninth plague of darkness was a darkness unique in what sense (10:21-22)?  What was the purpose and result of these plagues, according to Ex 9:14-16, 29, 10:2? 
7.
What was different about the tenth plague (Ex 11:5-6, 12:29-30)?  What was the sign for the Lord to “pass over” the doors of the Hebrews (Ex 12:13, 23)?  What was the key element involved, from the Hebrew standpoint (Hebrews 11:28)?  According to Leviticus 17:11, in what substance of the body is life?  What must be shed to atone for sin (Heb 9:22)?
8.
What great memorial celebration was instituted for Israel to celebrate this great event (Ex 12:14-27)?  What was the beginning of their new calendar (12:2)?  What is the first event of the Passover (12:6)?  How long does this memorial last every year (12:15)?  Besides the lamb, what were they to eat (12:8)?  What did those two things signify?  What were they to tell their children (12:26-27)?  Why would it be important to remember what God has done?  What is the danger of succeeding generations forgetting (Judges 2:10-11)?
9.
How many Hebrew men left Egypt that day (Ex 12:37)?  Adding women and children, how many do you guess left?  What financial considerations did God instruct them to make on the way out (Ex 11:2, 12:35-36)?  What request of Joseph, made about 400 years before, was honored (Gen 50:25; Ex 13:19)?  Do you think the question Pharaoh asked back in Ex 5:2 was sufficiently answered by God?  In Ex 12:30-31, did Pharaoh have any more smart questions?
10.
The New Testament writers saw the Passover and the sacrificial lamb as a type of Jesus Christ (1 Cor 5:7).  Israel was to slay a lamb to remember their physical salvation, but what significance did the “lamb of God” make (Jn 1:29; 1 Peter 1:18-19; Rev 1:5)?  What memorial and Christian ordinance was instituted at the last Passover feast that Jesus ate (Luke 22:19-20)?  What are we to remember when we partake of the memorial (1 Cor 11:24-26)?
