Exodus – A Story of Deliverance and Redemption
Lesson 3
Disappointment with God
Moses traveled back to Egypt at God’s instruction.  He met with Aaron and then the elders of Israel.  Moses performed the signs God gave him, so Israel believed and worshipped God.
Read Exodus 5
1.
Now that Israel was behind him, where did Moses immediately go (Ex 5:1)?  What message did Moses, full of confidence, deliver?  Since God had sent Moses, don’t you think Moses fully expected a positive response (5:23)?  What kind of response did Moses get from Pharaoh?
2.
Pharaoh was the leader of a great nation of men.  Pharaoh well represents the human race that lives in rebellion against the true God.  What profound question did he ask which represents the attitude of the human race (5:2)?  What statement did Pharaoh make which also represents this rebellion (5:2)?  What command did Pharaoh give Moses in Ex 5:4? 
3.
Pharaoh must have thought that if Israel had time to go into the wilderness and worship God, they had time for more work.  What solution to this problem did Pharaoh give the taskmasters and foremen (Ex 5:6-9)?  What did the people of Israel have to do (5:10-13)?  Even though they had more work to do, was their quota lowered?  Were the Hebrew foremen happy about this new responsibility (5:15)?  Were the slaves well treated because of this situation (5:16)?  What was Pharaoh’s attitude toward them (5:17)?
4.
Since Pharaoh would give them no relief, where did the foremen go next (5:20-21)?  Were they happy campers?  Who did the foremen blame for their suffering and fear of death?  Since Moses represented God, who were they actually angry at and disappointed in?
5.
How did Moses handle this intense criticism (5:22-23)?  Was Moses disappointed?  Who did Moses cry out to (5:22)?  What questions did Moses ask?  Moses had assumed that since God sent him to do something, everything would immediately work out positively.  In the excitement and thrill of seeing and doing miracles and hearing God’s messenger, what did Moses forget (Ex 3:19, 4:21)?  What does this tell you about the timing of God’s promises?
6.
When you consider that God would eventually deliver Israel, relieve it of its sufferings, and take it to the promise land, how would you compare the attitude of the foremen, the Hebrews, and Moses to the faithfulness of God? 
7. Consider the disappointment of Abraham.  God promised to give him the land of Canaan, as well as an heir, but Abraham found the land dry as a bone with a famine going on.  From the age of 75-99 he expected children, but when none came, at 100 he gave up.  He even laughed at God in ridicule and pain.  Also consider:
Jacob – had to leave his family and live in the wilderness, was cheated by Laban, and threatened by Esau for 20 years.

Joseph – victim of a murderous plot by his brothers, sold into slavery, falsely accused, 13 years in slavery and prison.

According to the following passages, what did each of these suffering men have in common (Gen 12:3, 14:19, 15:1, 21:22, 24:1, 28:15, 31:3, 39:2, 21, 23; Ex 3:12, 4:15) with Moses?
8.
How is it possible that “God was with them” when they had to go through so much trouble?  Consider the Hebrews in Egypt toiling in slavery with nothing but silence from God for 400 years!  Do you think they were disappointed?  What was God’s perspective (Ex 2:24-25)?  What do you, as a Christian, think about our promises yet to be fulfilled, like the second coming of Christ and our resurrection?  Do they seem distant and unreal?
9.
Has God said to us as Christians, “I am with you always” (Math 28:20)?  Maybe you’ve been seriously ill, or lost your job, or a loved one passed away, or you’ve been a victim of failed relationships, or various other disasters.  Have you ever thought, “If you are with me, why is all this stuff happening to me?”  What did John the Baptist ask in Math 11:2-3?  What did Peter say when Jesus told him His redemptive plan for men in Math 16:21-23?  What did Gideon say when the angel told him, “The Lord is with you” in Judges 6:12-13?  What do you think it means that “God is with you?”
10.
Jesus, as God incarnate, the Messiah of Israel, came to a nation in the first century that was repressed and depressed.  They were looking for a great leader, a great prophet who would restore their nation to grandeur.  They wanted a visible kingdom of power, but Jesus offered “the kingdom of heaven.”  The crowds sought solutions to poverty, illness, and political oppression, but Jesus offered solutions to sin, hypocrisy, pride, and legalism.  What was the message preached by John the Baptist and Jesus that disappointed so many people (Math 3:2, 6, 4:17)?  Do self righteous and “religious” people tend to believe they need to confess sins and repent?  The most religious men of that day, the most fervent do-gooders, were the scribes and Pharisees.  What did Jesus preach about them (Math 5:20)?  Most of the religious leaders and the nation of Israel rejected Jesus.  Why are so many people disappointed with Jesus and His message (John 3:18-21; 2 Cor 2:14-16)?  What is the “good news” that so many people struggle with and reject (Eph 2:8-9; Acts 10:43; Rom 3:23-24)?
