Exodus – A Story of Deliverance and Redemption
Lesson 2
The Call of God and the Reluctance of Man
At the close of Exodus 2, Moses was forty years old and was intervening for his Hebrew relatives when he killed an Egyptian, thus becoming a fugitive in the wilderness.  He lived in obscurity in the wilderness of Midian hearding sheep and goats for forty years until God miraculously intervened in his life.
1.
What was happening in Egypt while Moses was a fugitive (Ex 2:23-25)?  Had God forgotten His promise to Abraham?  Where did Moses take the flock in Ex 3:1-2 and what did he see?  What was unique about the “burning bush”?
2.
What did God initially say and what was Moses’ response (Ex 3:4-5)?  How did God identify himself and what was the significance of it (3:6-7)?  When had God first promised to deliver them out of bondage and into the promised land (Genesis 15:13-16)?  God had seemed absent, unaware; was that actually true (Ex 3:7,9)?  How was God now going to act (3:8)?  What covenant would He fulfill (Ex 6:3-4)?
3.
What was God’s commission to Moses (Ex 3:10)?  Do you think Moses was at that time seeking this or expecting it?  What was Moses’ reaction (3:11)?
4.
Like any of us would be, Moses is very reluctant to accept this challenge.  List 4 excuses Moses used, and throw in one of your own that is common to man (Ex 3:11, 13, 4:1, 10, 13).  How did God answer Moses’ objections (Ex 3:12, 15, 4:11-12)?  Who would empower Moses?  In the end, would Moses receive the glory, or God?  How did Paul describe this process whereby God uses weak men like Moses (or us) to accomplish His purpose (2 Cor 3:5, 4:7, 12:9-10)?
5. What was more important, who Moses was (v. 11) or who was with him giving him authority 
(v 12)?  What was Moses’ second question (Ex 3:13)?
6.
The God of Israel had seemed absent for 400 years while Egypt had prospered and dominated that part of the world.  Egypt ruled over the Hebrews by force making them slaves.  Whose god seemed the most powerful?  What was the name God gave Moses to reveal to the children of Israel (Ex 3:14)?
7.
In the Old Testament, God is called by many names by men which describe His attributes: El – God, Elyon – Supreme God, El-Shaddai – God Almighty, Adonai – Lord.  What is the one eternal name that God gave Himself (3:14)?  This name comes from the Hebrew verb “hawah,” to be.  The phrase can be translated “I Am That I Am,” or “I Am Who I Am.”  Based on this name, who created God?  Is God self existent, self sufficient, all powerful, and eternal?  Could any other being, whether Pharaoh, Caesar, or even an angel say, “I Am That I Am”?
8.
Would Moses’ success depend on his own skill, strength, or wisdom?  When God “calls”, will He leave us alone, or will He work in us and through us (2 Cor 3:5, 1 Cor 15:10, Phil 2:13)?  Will the deficiencies of the one receiving the call determine God’s actions?  What is the repetitive phrase in Ex 6:6-8?
9.
Compare the call of Jeremiah 1:5-19, Ezekiel 1:28-3:11, and Isaiah 6:1-13.  Identify common elements of “the call” by answering these questions:  Who initiates the contact?  Did the recipient have a feeling of inadequacy?  Was God greater than his inadequacies?  Was God with him?
10.
Is there a common call given to all Christians in the New Testament (Matt 4:19, 5:14-16, 8:21-22, 9:9, 28:18-20, John 21:15-19)?  Where does the enablement come from to answer our call?  2 Cor 3:5; 4:5-7; Phil 2:13-15
