Exodus – A Story of Deliverance and Redemption
Lesson 1
Introduction, Overview in Typology
The first chapter of Exodus is a transitional unit, a connecting link to Genesis.  This introduction is a bridge between the events of Genesis and Exodus.  Clearly, Exodus is the sequel to Genesis.  In Genesis, we read of the promise of descendants to Jacob (Israel), and now in Exodus we have the reality of a multitude of descendants which makes an exodus from Egypt a necessity.  Exodus 1:6 alludes to the event of Joseph’s death which occurred in Genesis 50:26.  Now in Exodus the stage will be set to fulfill the promise to return his body to the promised land (Gen 50:24-25).
Read Exodus 1

1.
Compare the first six words of Ex 1:1 to the first six words of Genesis 46:8.  Do you see the continuity?  How many persons came with Jacob to Egypt to escape the famine (Gen 46:27, Ex 1:5)?  How much had their population grown approximately 400 years later (Ex 1:7, 12:37)?
2.
What two radical changes had taken place from Genesis 47:5-6, 11 to Exodus 1:7-22?  What was the three phase plan of the Pharoah to limit the sons of Israel?
3.
Was Pharoah successful in his efforts to decrease the sons of Israel (Ex 1:12, 17, 20)?  Why not?  God is sovereignly at work carrying out His predetermined plan.  When was this plan first announced (Genesis 15:13-16)?
4.
Consider a race of people living peacefully in prosperity in the fertile area of Goshen (Genesis 47:6), now in Exodus numbering between 2-3 million people; yet it was God’s plan for them to be a sovereign nation in the land of Canaan.  Under the ideal conditions of Genesis 47, might it be difficult for 3 million people to pick up and leave and go to a new land inhabited by strong and resistant Canaanites (Numbers 13:31-33)?  Under what conditions would Israel be ready and willing to pick up and leave Egypt (Ex 1:14, 22; 2:23)?
Read Exodus 2

5. Notice the contrast, the good news – bad news.  God is with them, growing them, but there is a powerful force in the world against them.  Blessing from God was seen as disaster for Pharoah and Egypt (Ex 1:10).  Who did God miraculously preserve in Ex 2:1-10?  List at least three of the ironies of this story – for instance – Moses’ worst enemy’s daughter saved him.
6.
According to Jewish historians like Josephus, Moses grew up to be a very successful and educated man in the Egyptian world, as well as a military hero.  What pivotal event took place at the prime of his life (Ex 2:11-12; Acts 7:23-24)?  After taking the law into his own hands, what did Moses expect would happen (Acts 7:25)?  Was it at this time that Moses would become the deliverer of Israel (Ex 2:14-15)?  What does this say about the presumption and timing of man’s will vs. God’s? 

7.
For the last 2000 years theologians have done much study on what is called “typology”.  A genuine type is a place, person, or practice that was pre-intended by God to picture or foreshadow Christ.  The clearest old testament types are affirmed to be such from a later vantage point by the New Testament writers.  Moses is identified as a type of Christ.  What did Moses predict in Deut 18:15-19?  Did the people who witnessed Jesus’ miracles identify Him as the one like Moses (John 6:14, 30-35; Heb 1:1-3)?
8.
Egypt was a place of slavery, hardship, and death for the children of God.  In what sense is Egypt a type of the fallen world that we as sinners are in before God’s grace saves us (John 8:34-36)?  Pharoah defied God (Ex 5:2), and was the adversary of Moses.  Who was Pharoah a type of (Eph 6:11-12)?
9.
Moses was a type of Christ in that he acted as a deliverer, a redeemer, and a prophet.  What other ways did Moses typify Christ (John 6:9-14, 32-35; Ex 24:3-8; Ex 32:11-14, 31-32)?  The final miracle that Moses did to expedite the Exodus was known as the Passover (Ex 11:4-7; 12:21-27).  How did the Passover lamb foreshadow Christ (John 1:29, Heb 9:22, 1 Cor 5:7, 1 Peter 1:18-19)?
10.
Try to identify many other events in Exodus as types:

Red Sea Crossing

Ex 14:13-14, 30-31


Wilderness wandering
Ex 15:22-17:16, 1 Cor 10:11

Burning bush

Ex 3


Smitten rock

Ex 17:6, 1 Cor 10:1-4


Tabernacle

Ex 40, Hebrews 9:1-14


Pillar of cloud

Ex 13:21-22


Ark


Ex 25:10-22, Hebrews 9:1-14


In Exodus 25-40 the Tabernacle (temple) and the Priesthood was commanded and inaugurated.  According to the New Testament (Hebrews 8-9) these foreshadowed something much better.  What is the real substance which is now in place and available to all (Heb 9:11-14)?

