The Acts of the Apostles
Lesson 6
Paul’s First Missionary Journey
The focus of God’s ministry in expanding the church had begun to shift away from Jerusalem to the church at Antioch, Syria by 45AD.  Barnabas and Saul had a wonderful ministry there discipling all the many new Gentile converts.  It was at Antioch that believers in Christ were first called Christians (Acts 11:26).  The Holy Spirit impressed upon the prophets and teachers in Antioch that they should send Barnabas and Saul on a mission of evangelism to Cypress and Galatia (Acts 13:2-3).  On this trip, Saul was also called by his Greek name Paul
Read Acts 13-14
1.
Upon arriving in Cypress, where did they go first, and what did they do there (Acts 13:4-5)?  Was this their method of operation throughout the missionary journeys (Acts 13:14, 43; 14:1)?  How did Paul explain this in Romans 1:16?
2. Who accompanied Saul and Barnabas on the first missionary journey (Acts 13:5; 12:12)?  What controversy involving John Mark divided Saul and Barnabas later (Acts 13:13; 15:36-40)?  What important book of the Bible did John Mark end up writing?
3.
What were the wild circumstances involving the conversion of the proconsul (governor) of Cypress (Acts 13:6-12)?
4.
After they left Cyprus, where did they go (Acts 13:13-14)?  In the synagogue at Pisidian Antioch, after his summary of the history of Israel, what new information did Paul give them in Acts 13:22-23?  After explaining that the religious leaders in Jerusalem handed Jesus over to be crucified, what was the “good news” in Acts 13:30-39?
5.
What was the initial reaction of the Jews and “God-fearing proselytes” to Paul’s message (Acts 13:42-44)?  When the large crowds assembled to hear the gospel, what problem developed in Acts 13:45?  To whom did Paul and Barnabas turn to after that (13:46-49)?
6.
In spite of the persecution that drove them out of that district (13:50), what was the attitude of the disciples in Acts 13:52?
7.
What happened in Iconium (Acts 14:1-6)?  What did the miracle Paul did in Lystra cause the crowds to mistakenly do (Acts 14:8-15)?  What terrible thing did the opposition do to Paul in Acts 14:19? 
8.
After Paul returned to his home church in Antioch, Syria (Acts 14:26), he reported all the things God had done on their missionary journey.  At that time, who came to Antioch from Jerusalem (Acts 15:1), and what was their erroneous teaching (Acts 15:5)?  Who rightly stood up against them in debate (15:2)?
9.
How did they decide to settle the matter once and for all (Acts 15:1-4)?  Who spoke for the “saved by works” group (15:5)?  Who spoke for the “saved by grace” groups (15:7-13)?  What did James, the head of the church in Jerusalem decide (15:19)?   
10.
What was Peter’s argument in favor of salvation by grace in Acts 15:7-11?
