The Acts of the Apostles
Lesson 4
Persecution of the Church and the Conversion of Saul
After Jesus ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of God the Father, He sent the Holy Spirit who empowered the Apostles to do effective evangelism in Jerusalem.  The explosive growth of the church caused the Jewish religious leaders to ban the preaching of the gospel and increase the persecution of believers in Christ.  After the martyrdom of Stephen in Acts 7, “a great persecution arose against the church” so that many believers fled Jerusalem, and were scattered throughout the surrounding area.  One of the leaders in Jerusalem against the church was Saul who was active in seeking out Christians to arrest them.
Read Acts 8 and 9
1.
What did the believers in Christ do after they were scattered into Judea and Samaria (Acts 8:4)?  Who was active in Samaria (8:5)?  Were they able to perform signs and miracles (8:6-7, 13)?
2. When many Samaritans received Christ as their Savior, who did the Jerusalem church send to follow up on this great work (8:14)?  What was the conflict between Simon the magician (Acts 8:9, 18-19) and Simon Peter the apostle (Acts 8:20-25)?
3.
Where did the Lord send Philip next (Acts 8:26-28)?  What was the Ethiopian doing and how did Philip lead him to Christ (8:30-38)?  How does this story relate to the doctrine of evangelism taught by Paul in Romans 10:13-18?  How does this answer the question, “what about those who have never heard?”
4.
Why was Saul traveling to Damascus (Acts 9:1-3)?  What happened to Saul just before he got to Damascus (9:3-8)?
5.
What did God have in store for Saul according to Acts 9:15-16 and Acts 26:12-18?
6.
What was Ananias’ role in calling Saul to represent Christ (Acts 9:10-19)?  Later, did Saul consider himself worthy of this calling (1 Cor 15:9; 1 Timothy 1:15)?
7.
What was Saul’s response to God’s call, and what was the response of the Jews in Damascus (Acts 9:20-24)? 
8.
Did the disciples in Jerusalem accept Saul (Acts 9:26-28)?  Who helped Saul and confirmed him to the disciples in Jerusalem?
9.
Describe Saul’s short ministry in Jerusalem at that time (9:28-30).  Where did Saul go after persecutors rose up against him?  Where was Saul originally from (9:11)? 
10.
At that time what areas had been reached for Christ (Acts 9:31)?  What geographic area of the “great commission” had yet to be reached (Acts 1:8)?
