                                            The Acts of the Apostles


Lesson 1


The Resurrection, the Great Commission, and the Ascension

     Luke was a close disciple of the Apostle Paul, and Luke accompanied Paul on his second and third missionary journeys. Luke was also with Paul when he was arrested in Jerusalem and taken to prison in Caesarea. Luke probably wrote “The Gospel According to Luke” while Paul was in prison in Caesarea. After that, Paul was taken to Rome to stand trial. Luke probably wrote “Acts” from Rome while ministering to Paul there around 61 AD. The Book of Acts is our historical record of the birth and growth of the church, as well as the spread of Christianity throughout the Mediterranean world.

READ ACTS 1

1. What great “help” did Jesus promise His disciples at “the Last Supper” in John 14:16-17, 26? How long did Jesus continue to appear to His disciples after His resurrection, and why did they need to stay in Jerusalem (Acts 1:3-4)?

2. During that time of instruction, what was the recurring question that the disciples were concerned with (Acts 1:6)? What was Jesus’ reply?

3. Compare His commission to them in Acts 1:8 to Matt.28:19-20. What had to happen before they could be effective witnesses for Christ? What was the geographical progression of spreading the witness?

4. Describe Christ’s ascension to heaven in Acts 1:9-11. Where did it occur according to 1:12? Who explained it and predicted His return? According to Zechariah 14:4, where will Christ return?

5. Where did the disciples hang out while they waited for the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:13)? What were they doing, and who else was with them (Acts 1:14-15)?
6. Who were the half brothers of Jesus (sons of Mary) according to Mark 6:3? Were they previously believers and followers of Christ according to John 7:5 and Mark 3:21? What event probably brought them to their senses (1 Cor.15:3-8)?

7. How did Peter explain the betrayal by Judas in Acts 1:16-20? Do you think Judas was ever actually saved (John 6:70-71; 13:18,21; 17:12)? What did David write about the betrayal in Psalm 41:9; 55:12-15; 109:8 ?
8. After Judas had died there were only eleven apostles, but how do you explain Matthew 19:28? How did they come up with the twelfth apostle in Acts 1:21-26?

9. How did they entrust this choice to the providential care of God (Acts 1:24-26)?

10. Considering that the Apostles were told that Jesus was returning in the future to set up the kingdom, but “it is not for you to know times or epochs”; do you think the Apostles had a sense of anticipation and urgency to their “great commission” (Matt.24:37-39, 42-44; Luke 12:40; Phil.3:20; 1 Thes.1:10; Titus 2:13)?
