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The Revelation of Jesus Christ
Lesson 2
The Prophetic History of the Church Age

John had been the head elder in the church at Ephesus and he ministered to the churches in neighboring
towns. John is commanded to write to seven churches in Asia Minor in and around Ephesus. Theologians
have always considered the conditions of these churches as typical of all churches for the last 2000 years.
Read Revelation 2 and 3.
1.

The selection of the churches (there were hundreds in the area) illustrated conditions common in
local churches at that time as well as throughout later history and up to now. Make a chart of each
of the seven churches in Rev 2-3, listing the three-fold message of Jesus to the churches:
Example:
Church

Commendation

Condemnation

Exhortation

Ephesus

work hard, hate evil,
Oppose false teaching

“left their first love”

remember, repent

2.

The Church of Ephesus is probably the most representative church of our time. Who had spent
considerable time there building up that church (Acts 19:26)? Which of Paul’s disciples was the
Pastor at Ephesus (1 Tim 1:3)? Who praised God for the faith and love exhibited by the Ephesian
saints around 61 A.D. (Eph 1:1, 15)?

3.

What did Christ have “against” the church at Ephesus (2:4) 35 years after Paul commended them
for it? What do you think might have replaced their first love (Math 13:22, 1 John 2:15)?

4.

Which two churches enjoyed no condemnation (2:8-11, 3:7-13)? What did they have in common
which probably kept them pure (2:9)? Do you think false believers and hypocrites stay long in the
face of persecution and pain?
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5.

Which of the seven churches can you most relate to as to the overall condition of the churches in
our country? Which might represent your local church?

6.

If you just looked at these seven churches from the exterior, and judged them solely by their
works under the “commendation” category, what do they all have in common? These things look
good to men, but what does God expect (1 Sam 16:7, Math 22:37-38)?

7.

What question did Jesus ask Peter three times as a prelude to any good works or obedience (John
21:15-17)?

8.

What three titles of divinity introduce Christ to the church at Laodicea (Rev 3:14)? We know
historically that Laodicea lacked a water supply so it had to pipe its water from miles away and it
arrived foul, dirty and tepid. What does Christ compare their spiritual condition to (3:15-16)?

9.

What did Christ have to say to the smug, self-righteous, and self-reliant who professed belief in
God (Math 5:20, 7:21-23)? Read Rev 3:17. Do you think our contemporary church with its
“respectable, skin deep religion” is susceptible to the same self-deception?

10.

What warning did Christ give (Rev 3:19)? What tender, gracious invitation is given (3:20)? What
does the individual have to do to experience this relationship?

