                                        Evangelism Misconceptions

Most of us have a bit of a fear when it comes to evangelism. We prefer others to do it possibly because of some common misconceptions that we have about sharing Christ with others. The biggest barrier probably is that we fear rejection. It is natural to think that if we are turned down, they are turning us down, and we take it personally. Along with this comes the fear that by witnessing to someone we know, we might damage the relationship. The Bible is very clear that people do not reject us so much as they reject Christ. Always remember that you have a stewardship to share your faith in Christ, but the work will really be done by the Spirit of Christ. It is the Holy Spirit’s job to convict the world of its sin, and prepare hearts to believe the gospel. Therefore, successful evangelism may be defined as sharing the gospel by faith in the power of the Holy Spirit and then leaving the results to God. By being obedient to your stewardship you have been successful in God’s eyes. Never forget that most people have to hear the gospel many times before they finally believe, so remember that you may just be part of that chain that eventually leads to their conversion.


Misconception #1- I must be very knowledgeable to do evangelism

Most people that teach this misconception use 1 Peter 3:15 as their source, “always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you”. The fear here is that you are not ready, not prepared to defend or answer every objection or question that may come up. What escapes them is that 1 Peter 3:15 is taken out of context. Peter was in the middle of teaching about suffering righteously or suffering innocently. In the previous verse he wrote, “even if you suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed”. Then in verse 16, Peter wrote about the context of being slandered, but for them to have good conduct in spite of the slander. Therefore what Peter was talking about in v.15 was that when you suffer for doing right, and still are positive and hopeful, people will want to know why. What reason do you who are being mistreated have for being so hopeful? The idea is to be ready to share your hope in Christ coming back and setting all things in order, and of course our resurrection and eternal life. Nowhere does Peter say that believers must be scholars in order to share their faith. 

In fact there are numerous examples of just the opposite in the Scriptures. I like Paul’s comments to the church at Corinth in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5. Paul entered the city scared to death. He had been arrested and put in stocks in Philippi, run out of Thessalonica, fled from Berea, and rejected in Athens. When he entered Corinth, he was there “in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.” He did not have “superiority of speech or of wisdom”, but was determined to speak the simple truth of “Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” His message was accepted through the “demonstration of the Spirit, that their faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.”
Knowing how to answer questions and objections is helpful, but it is a misconception that you have to be able to do so to evangelize. The most used and successful tool of evangelism is your personal testimony, and everybody should be ready to give that.


Misconception #2—Just invite Jesus into your heart and you are saved.  
We may be just talking semantics here, but the problem is that the phrase “invite Jesus into your heart” is not in the Bible. Most people refer to Revelation 3:20 where Jesus told the Church at Laodicea that He was standing at the door of their heart knocking, and if they would open the door He would come in. I confess I use this passage all the time in a salvific sense because I believe Jesus is waiting for all people to open their heart to Him; but the context is that it is addressed to professing Christians who are lukewarm in their faith. 
Instead of just inviting Jesus into your heart in order to be saved, all references in the Bible speak of believing in Jesus as your Savior and trusting Him to be your only way to heaven. The Gospel of John uses the word “believe” in the sense of being saved at least 98 times. There is a distinction in the way many people use the term “invite Jesus into your heart” and actually believing that the atoning work of Christ on the cross is the sole reason for salvation for those who put their trust/belief in Him. Many people treat inviting Him in as some sort of formula as if you pray it and the prayer causes you to be saved, and then you go right back to your normal life. The prayer does not save, belief in Jesus’ atoning work as the sole means of salvation does. God is asking us to trust His Son that He sent into the world to die for our sins. The idea of appropriating or receiving Jesus as our Savior by entrusting your life to Him alone is either spoken or implied in every passage about your initial salvation. I must admit that in the past I can remember sharing the gospel with several people who prayed to receive Christ, but afterward I had the feeling that they just wanted some formula to get to heaven and really weren’t giving their life to Christ. It would be like joining some club by reciting the allegiance speech, but you certainly would not entrust your life to that club.

This is why some evangelists recommend confirming someone’s belief after they pray. They might ask, “Are you a sinner? Have your sins been forgiven? On what basis? Who do you now live for? The best word to use to convey what you have to do to receive Jesus as your Savior is believe, and the words that are included in this belief are trust in, faith in, and commitment to Jesus as my only way to heaven.

Misconception #3—If you don’t share Christ with someone, then it’s your fault if they go to hell.

Obviously, this has the ramification of breeding enormous guilt. Another misconception like it is that if I do a bad job then it is also my fault if they aren’t saved. Many people have told me they worry about not doing a good enough job sharing the gospel. I know that some preachers even try to motivate their audience to do evangelism using this misconception. I believe it just makes people dread doing it that much more because they fear failure all the more. People may mean it for motivation, but all it does is bring crippling guilt. It is way too big a responsibility to put on clueless sinners like us to think it is actually up to us to save people. This is why Jesus told His disciples to wait and do nothing until the Holy Spirit came (Acts 1:4,8). About ten days later in Acts 2, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and then they went down into Jerusalem and became evangelists. Before this they had no converts, but after the Spirit came they had 3000 the first day, and many more added every day. Jesus had predicted that this is how God would take the gospel to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the world—He would use disciples of Christ as vehicles in which His Spirit would operate. Jesus said the Holy Spirit would “convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment; concerning sin because they do not believe in Me”. Jesus also told the disciples that they would do works “greater” than they had seen Him do. I’m sure they were perplexed at that statement since at the time they were greatly troubled and exceedingly clueless. Nevertheless, this came true in Acts 2:41 after the Holy Spirit indwelled them and 3000 souls were saved the first day.

What is the problem with ascribing to us the guilt of all the souls who are not saved? Besides not being biblical, God alone is sovereignly in control of evangelism. When Paul and his disciples, on his second missionary journey in Acts 16:6-10, desired to go northeast into Asia, the Holy Spirit did not let them; but instead sent them west to Macedonia. Why they went west only God knows, perhaps He had prepared the hearts of thousands there to believe. Paul always ascribed the results to the power of God (1 Cor.2:4-5).

Instead of guilt as a motivation, we read in 2 Cor.5:14-20 that the “love of God controls us” so that we no longer live for ourselves but for Christ, and that “He has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating people through us”. God has given us a stewardship, and He has chosen to use us to reach out to the world. It is not meant to be a guilt trip, but instead it is a blessing. If we are obedient to the stewardship, God will bless us with a blessed experience that contributes to our growth and stores eternal rewards in heaven.
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